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two colossi, both immature in their form and yet im-
measurably opposed in their already discernible nature.
They are fundamentally divorced, both racially and in their
ideals. In the West there is as great political freedom as,
personally, there is a lack of it; whereas in the East we find
just the opposite. In the West there is the immense impetus
of a technical and scientific culture-tendency; whereas
in the East there is an awakening of all those forces which,
in Europe, this cultural urge holds in check. -The power
of the West is material, that of the East ideal. The struggle
of these opposites, which in the world of the European man
takes place in the province of applied mind, finding expression
in battlefields and bank balances, is a psychic conflict in
the woman.
What makes the treatment of the problem of the modern
European woman so unusually difficult is the fact that one
must necessarily write about a minority only. In this sense
there is no 'European woman' properly speaking. Or,
perchance, is the peasant's, wife of to-day different from her
forbears of a hundred years ago ? There is, in fact, a quite,
substantial body of the population that only to a very limited
extent lives in the present and participates in the present-day
problems. This is true of the overwhelming majority.
We speak of the / battle of the mind', but how many are
really occupied with it ? And how many understanding,
sympathetic lookers-on does it enrol? Or the 'Woman's
problem'—how many women have problems ? In propor-
tion to the sum-total of European women, it is- a dwindling
minority of women who really live in the Europe of to-day ;
and these, moreover, are city dwellers and belong—I say
it purposely—to complicated humanity. This must always
be so, since it is only the few who express with any distinct-
ness the spirit of a time.
In the fourth and fifth centuries of the Christian era
there were only a very few Christians in the ' Christian'
majority who had in some degree comprehended the spirit

